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of the very next king after John, a Parliament consisting
of such representatives was called, to decide how much
money should be provided for the king to spend. Many of
the members of that Parliament were nobles, or Lords, but
there were also two representatives of each county or pro-
vince, and two from each borough or city. And, as the
interests of these people (the 'Commons' or Commoners)
were different from those of the Lords, they began to meet
separately from the Lords. This is how the two Houses
of Parliament arose, the 'House of Lords' and the * House
of Commons*. The House of Commons, you see, was al-
ways an elected body of representatives, whereas the Lords
were those who were born as noblemen, or created nobles
by the king, as they still are. Some of the Bishops, or
chief men of the Church also were and are included in the
House of Lords.

Now, as we saw in an earlier part of this chapter, Eng-
land was gradually becoming a rich country, through trade.
So, when the king wanted money, a good deal of it had to
come from taxes which the big merchants would have to
pay* Thus it came about that when the king wanted money*
his minister would go to the House of Commons and tell
the assembled members that the king proposed to collect
such-and-such taxes, and that he expected them to agree to
pay those taxes. This meant that* really, the House of
Commons had control over the supplies of money for the
Ring's use. And, presently, if the king was doing anything
that they did not like, the Commons used to demand that
the king should promise redress of grievance before they
voted the supplies, i.e. the king must remedy whatever was
wrong before they would give him any more money. This,
as you can see, acted as a very powerful check on the king's
actions, and naturally kings who believed in their * divine
right' to do as they pleased, did not like it at all. But it was
not until the reign of King Charles I, who became king of
England about twenty years before Louis became king of
France, that the struggle became really serious.